I

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000301900017-4

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/11/08 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000301900017-4

STAT

ARTICLE EARED
oN PAGE_:Z‘_QJ.,. WASHINGTON POST
i 16 Hay 1984
. Rowland Evans and Robert Novak

f

Lt Gen. James A. Abrahamson, newly ap-

" pointed director of President Reagan’s “Star
. Wars” missile defense program, could scarcely be-

lieve his eyes April 26 when he read in that morn-

. ing’s Washington Post a news account that re-
flocted the i i

version of a rogue ele-
phant rampaging at will on Capitol Hill ,
“How the hell did this ever get into print?” Abra-
hamson exploded to Maj. Gen. E. R. Heiberg ITI, his
project manager. He referred to a publicly released
document by the congreesional Office of
Assessment (OTA) attacking the Reagan space

partment defined as security information.

The overriding issue concerns semi-autonomous
organizations, such as the OTA, that have sprouted in
thegmwthofthe massive congressional bureaucracy.

The goal here is to bring down the Star Wars pro-
gram. The OTA "Badgound Paper” by MIT re-
search amociate Ashton Carm(afamUI‘Aexq-

from the Pentagon’s top brass: “When I asked Mr.
Sharfman why he had not gone to the Office of the
Secretary of Defense for security clearance, he
said: ‘We ask anyone we please.’”

searc.hpapem,lsmpposedtobegovemedbyacon-

{ when he read about it in the newspapers. Demo--
' cratic Morris Udall, now chairman of the rotat-

ing told us Carter’s paper never Biad been ap-
proved because it was not an official “sssessment.”

from Dr. W. B. Shuler, a top weapons engineer at
California’s Livermore lab: “The author has
adopted a pejorative approach . ... littered with in-
nuendo ... . inconsistent with current thinking in
the defense technical community.”

Reagan’s attempt to create a workable space-
based defense against an enemy’s nuclear ballistic
missiles is not going to fall on a single OTA b.ack-
ground paper. But if Congress allows a semi-au-
tonomous agency to probe at will from whatever
ideological bias happens to be asgendant, a worth-
while experiment is threatened with abortion.
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